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non-Hindus in behalf of the untouchables will leave the Hindus
unmoved. Their blind eyes will not be opened by outside inter-
ference, however well-intentioned and generous it may be; fcr, it
will not bring home to them the sense of guilt. On the contrary,
they would probably hug the sin all the more for such interference.
All reform to be sincere and lasting must come from within.
But why may the Vaikom satyagrahis net receive monetary
aid from outside, especially if it be from Hindus? So far as non-
Hindu assistance is concerned, I am as clear about such pecuniary
help a.s I am about such personal help. I may not build my
Hindu temple with non-Hindu money. If I desire a place of wor-
ship, I must pay for it. This removal cf untouchability is much
more than building a temple of brick and mortar. Hindus must
bleed fcr it, must pay for it. They must be prepared to forsake wife,
children and all for the sake of removing the curse. As for accep-
ting assistance from Hindus from outside, such acceptance would
betray unreadiness on the part of the local Hindus fcr the reform.
If the satyagrahis have the sympathy of the local Hindus, they must
get locally all the money they may need. If they have not, the very
few who may offer satyagraha must be content to starve. If they
are not, it is clear that they will evoke no sympathy among the
local Hindus whom they want to convert. Satyagraha is a process
of conversion. The reformers, I am sure, do not seek to force
their views upon the community; they strive to touch its heart.
Outside pecuniary help must interfere with the love process if I
may so describe the method of satyagraha. Thus viewed, the
proposed Sikh free kitchen I can only regard as a menace to the
frightened Hindus of Vaikom,
There is no doubt in my mind about it that the orthodox
Hindus, who still think that worship of God is inconsistent with
touching a portion of their own co-religionists and that a religious
life is summed up in ablutions and avoidance of physical pollutions
merely, are alarmed at the development of the movement at
Vaikom. They believe that their religion is in danger. It behoves
the organizers, therefore, to set even the most orthodox and the most
bigoted at ease and to assure them that they do not seek to bring
about the reform by compulsion. The Vaikom satyagrahis must
stoop to conquer. They must submit to insults and worse at the
hands of the bigoted and yet love them, if they will change their
hearts.
But a telegram says in effect, 'the authorities are barricading
the roads; may we not break or scale the fences? May we not fast ?
For we find that fasting is effective.'